First Look

2-year-olds, July, Week 1


July 2, 2017

Basic Truth: God made me.
Key Question: Who can do what God wants you to do?
Bottom Line: I can do what God wants me to do.
Memory Verse: “God made us to do good works.” Ephesians 2:10, NCV
Bible Story Focus: I can do things God’s way.
 Daniel • Daniel 1
Make It Fun

Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as your 2-year-olds arrive. Let one or two teachers lead small groups of children in activities throughout the room while another teacher greets parents and kids at the door. At this age not all children will participate, but most will want to be part of the fun.

Hungry
“Hungry” is an activity that uses large motor skills in a fun way to introduce today’s Bible story. 
What You Need: “Hungry” Activity Page, 11x17 white cardstock, small pieces of play food, and scissors
(OPTION: To make this activity even more fun, consider enlarging a picture of the SGL’s face instead of the Activity Page.)
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Enlarge the Activity Page or the picture and print it onto the cardstock. Make it is as large as possible. Use the scissors to cut out the mouth on the Activity Page along the dotted lines or simply cut around the mouth on the picture. 

During the Activity: Place the food in a pile and sit with the children on the floor. Hold the Activity Page face or the SGL picture in front of you. Be sure to leave enough distance in between the picture and you so that the children can push the food through the hole in the mouth.
After the Activity: Be sure each child has a turn to feed the picture. 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Let’s be silly today! My friend is hungry! Let’s feed him!” 
During the Activity: “Choose a piece of food (point) to feed our friend. You can put it in their mouth.” (Do activity.) 
After the Activity: “You sure did fill our friend’s tummy with good food! In our Bible story today, we are going to hear about a boy that ate good food too! Let’s get excited to hear our TRUE Bible story!” 
Find the Food
“Find the Food” is an activity that teaches sorting, likes, and differences while introducing today’s Bible story. 
What You Need: Large bag, play food, and several other toys such as toy cars, blocks, and plastic figures
What You Do:
Before the Activity: Place all of the items in the bag. Try to fill the bag as full as possible. 
During the Activity: Ask the children to go through the bag and only pick out the food. Discourage the children from pulling out any other toys. 
After the Activity: Introduce the Bible story. 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “We are going to go on a food hunt!”
During the Activity: (Hold up bag.) “I have some food in this bag. Can you help me find the food and take it out? (Pause.) Great! Remember, we are only looking for the food! Leave the other toys in the bag.” (Do activity.)
After the Activity: “Great job helping me find the food! Today we are going to hear a Bible story about food! YUM! I cannot wait!” 
Make It True
After children have participated in Make It Fun, tell the Bible story and then encourage the kids to have fun singing with you.
When sharing the Bible story, guide kids to gather around you on the floor. Some kids (especially the younger ones) may wander. That’s OK. They’re still listening and learning!
Worship

What You Need: CD player, this month’s worship song, “I Can Do (What God Wants),” downloaded from the Website, and the motions for the song
LEADER: “Good morning, friends! I’m so excited to see you this morning! We’ve been talking about how Kids Rock! That means you rock (point to child) and you and you and you all rock! All month long we are going to continue to say: [Bottom Line] ‘I can do what God wants me to do.’ Let’s learn our new song together.
Lead children in singing “I Can Do (What God Wants).” 

“You all did a fabulous job with our new song. It’s so exciting! Now tell me: Who can do what God wants you to do? [Bottom Line] I can do what God wants me to do.”

Bible Story 

What You Need: Bible

STORYTELLER: “Well, hello, friends! Come over here and sit with me. I have a super awesome TRUE story to tell you straight from the Bible (hold up your Bible) about a man named Daniel. Daniel was chosen to be in a group of men training to work for the king. It was a most special honor. Daniel was chosen along with three of his friends. Count them with me.”

CHILDREN AND STORYTELLER: “One, two, three!”

STORYTELLER: “Yes, three of Daniel’s friends were chosen to come out to the king’s table every day. On the king’s table was the BEST food in all the land. Wow. I’m getting hungry. Everyone rub your tummy like you’re hungry and get ready to watch our video. (Pause as children follow.) 
DVD Video – Week 1
 “So tell me: Who can do what God wants you to do?”

CHILDREN and STORYTELLER: [Bottom Line] “I can do what God wants me to do.”

STORYTELLER: “Yes, you can! Especially when you ask God for help. Let’s pray! God, thank You for the story of Daniel and how he did what You wanted him to do. We know that we can do what You want us to do, because Your way is the BEST way. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

Make It Stick

Choose two or more of the following activities to help make the Bottom Line stick. Lead the activities with small groups of children. Encourage children to play on their own if they do not wish to take part in an activity.
Pan Band
“Pan Band” is an activity that uses large and fine motor skills combined with music to teach the memory verse. 
What You Need: Aluminum pans and wooden spoons
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Place all of the supplies in the middle of the activity area. Turn the pans upside down. 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to use the spoon to hit the aluminum pans to make music. Say the memory verse several times while the children are playing music. Repeat the verse several times.
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “Let’s ROCK!”
During the Activity: “Let’s pretend to play the drums on these pans. (Point.) We can say our memory verse while we make music.” (Demonstrate.) 
After the Activity: “Great job! You ROCK! Our memory verse tells us that God made us to do good things! We can do what God wants us to do! Who can do what God wants you to do? [Bottom Line] I can do what God wants me to do!”
Move to the Fruit
“Move to the Fruit” is an activity that incorporates movements and key concepts from today’s Bible story in a fun way. 
What You Need: “Fruit” Activity Page, white cardstock, and floor tape
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Copy the Activity Page onto the cardstock. You should have four full pages of individual fruit. Tape the fruit in random order to the floor all around the room. If you have a larger number of children, consider providing multiple pieces of each fruit.
During the Activity: Give the children different movements to do to get to the pieces of fruit. For example: hop to the apple, etc. Repeat as desired. 

What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “Let’s get moving!”
During the Activity: “Do you see the apple on the floor? (Pause.) Everyone HOP to the apple. (Pause.) Awesome!  Can you find the orange? (Pause.) March to the orange. (Pause.) Wahoo! (Point to the pineapple.) Yay! A pineapple! Let’s twist to the pineapple! (Pause.) I see one more piece of fruit. (Point.) Do you know what that is? (Pause.) Yes! It is a strawberry! Let’s dance to the strawberry!” (Pause.) 
After the Activity: “Great job! These were some of the foods that Daniel ate in our story today. Daniel wanted to do things God’s way by eating the right foods. We can do things God’s way too! Who can do what God wants you to do? [Bottom Line] I can do what God wants me to do!”
Stamp Plate
“Stamp Plate” is an activity that allows the children to create a visual of today’s Bible story to take home. 
What You Need: “Stamp Plate” Activity Page, white cardstock, and a food stamp set
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Copy the Activity Page onto the cardstock. 
During the Activity: Give each child an Activity Page and the stamps. Encourage the children to use the stamps to put food on their plate.
After the Activity: Be sure the children have at least four different foods on their plate. 
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “We are going to put good food on our plates just like Daniel did.” 
During the Activity: (Give each child an Activity Page.) This is our plate. (Hold up.) We can use these to put food on. (Do activity.) Great job!”
After the Activity: “Daniel chose to eat good food, because he knew that God wanted him to. We can do what God wants us to do too! Who can do what God wants you to do? [Bottom Line] I can do what God wants me to do!”
Curriculum Materials for 2-year-olds • ©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 

1

