252 Groups


November 2017, Week 2




Compact K-5

Sour Grapes
Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15
Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude.
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

GETTING READY: Here’s everything you need to know to get ready for this week.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.
1. Opener/Closer

What You Need:

· Leader
· 6 volunteers for the game
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Upbeat music to play during the game (optional)
Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Gratitude Slide
· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 
· Download the music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Volunteers do not need to be preselected. Three volunteers will have grumpy faces. Three more volunteers will laugh and be silly to try and make the grump-faced volunteers smile. (Note: If you have fewer than six kids, you can do this with four kids. You could also do this activity with two kids and give one of the kids a specific amount of time to make the other person smile.)
2. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible

· Table

· Prop box containing:

· Several bunches of grapes on the stem
· 2-3 serving bowls

· Small Raisinets® packages (enough for the kids you will bring on stage)
· Black washable marker
· Latex gloves (optional)
Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Bottom Line Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Note: Depending on the produce that is available in your area, you can change the fruit/vegetable you use. (For instance, you could have kids peel oranges or shuck corn.) Whatever you decide to do, get the amount of fruit and number of empty bowls you think will be necessary to allow for 5-10 kids to work for several minutes. You can have them wear gloves if you’d like to eat the food after Large Group, but be aware of latex allergies. 
· Set the table on the stage but out of the way for the Opener and Worship.
3. Worship

What You Need:

Sour Grapes
Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15
Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude.
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 
Leader enters doing the “pageant wave” to the audience.
Opener

LEADER: “Gracias, grazie, merci, danke. Does anyone know what I’m saying? Yes, thank you! I’m saying thank you. Two simple words that are pretty easy to say. And saying thank you is just one of the many ways we can show gratitude.

CG: Gratitude Slide
“Gratitude is letting others know you see how they've helped you. Showing gratitude can be easy when someone goes out of their way to do something nice for you. But other times, seeing all the ways you can be thankful can be hard. We all have days when it seems like nothing is going our way or no one is on our side. When we have days like that, it’s super important to look around and refocus on the good things. 

“That gives me an idea! Who thinks they can make the grumpiest face ever?! I need three people who can make a SUPER grumpy face. Let’s see your grumpiest faces. (Pause for response.) Wow! Those are grumpy!
Choose three kids with the grumpiest faces to come up to the stage.
(To volunteers) “You three had the grumpiest faces EVER! But I have a challenge for you. Do you think you can keep your grumpy face even while someone is trying to make you smile and laugh? (Pause for response.) Oh, you do, do you? Well, we might have to find out for ourselves.

(To the rest of the kids) “The rest of you out there, who thinks they have what it takes to make these three kids smile and laugh? Show me your funniest, silliest faces! (Pause for response.) Those are great!

Choose three kids with the silliest faces to come to the stage. Pair each of them up with one of the grumpy-faced kids. 
(To volunteers) “All right, you have a big job ahead of you! These three will stand here and be grumpy. Your job is to get them to happy again. You can’t touch them, but you can dance around, tell funny jokes, make funny faces, or do whatever else you think it will take to get them to refocus on the positive and smile or laugh. Think you can do it? Any questions? Great! The first person to get their grumpy person to smile and laugh wins! On your marks, get set, go!
Optional SFX: Upbeat music 
During the game, comment on the action, and try to get the kids in the audience cheering for who they think will win. When someone finally laughs . . .
“Well, that was fun! You guys were great at trying to cheer up those grumpy-faced kids. Thanks for doing that this morning! 

Dismiss kids to their seats.
“No matter how much you might want to be grumpy, when you refocus on what’s great, you can’t help but smile and thank God for how awesome He is. We all have so much to be thankful for, so let’s get on our feet and tell God how grateful we are with some singing!”

Worship

LEADER: “If it feels like you don’t have much to smile about, you can just think about what God has done for you and you’ll find it’s hard not to be thankful! God is ALWAYS with us, and He is FOR us. We can trust God no matter what, and that’s just one reason we should sing this song at the top of our lungs! Let’s worship the One who is always with us!
SFX: “It’s All You” / track 10 from At the Top of My Lungs
“Sometimes it can be hard to trust God’s plan when things aren’t going the way we want them to. But those are the times it’s more important than ever to focus on the fact that we can stand on God’s promises, like the one found in Philippians 4:19: My God will meet all your needs. He will meet them in keeping with his wonderful riches. These riches come to you because you belong to Christ Jesus (NIrV). Yes, He is faithful and true, and we can trust in His love and care for us. Let’s sing and show Him how thankful we are for His love for us!”
SFX: “Walk by Faith” / track 7 from Alive
“That was great singing, everyone! I love worshiping God with you. You can have a seat!”
While kids are sitting down, bring out the prop box and set it on the table.
Setting up the story
LEADER: “We’ve been talking about gratitude. And like we’ve been saying, most of the time we can find all sorts of ways to put gratitude into practice. It can be as simple as a high-five or as NOT simple as throwing a big huge party with balloons and a rocking playlist. 

Take the bowl and the grapes out of the prop box and set them on the table.

“But what happens during those times when it’s not so easy to be grateful? Maybe you didn’t get the toy you wanted for your birthday, your dad cooked your least favorite meal, or something happened that feels totally unfair. What then? How can we find a way to have gratitude? That’s a tough question, huh? But it’s also a good question! And when you have questions like this, the first place you should look is the Bible. 

“The Bible is full of wisdom that God wanted us to know in order to make wise choices about how we should follow Him. And when we dig into what the Bible says about gratitude, we come across a story that Jesus told that’s recorded for us in the book of Matthew, chapter 20. (Open Bible.) And this story Jesus told has to do with grapes! Let’s check it out together!”
OWNER NEEDS HELP
LEADER: “There once was a man who owned a large vineyard. He went out early one morning to hire workers to work in his vineyard. He told the workers he would pay them the typical rate for a day’s work. We don’t know exactly what that was, but for today, let’s pretend he promised them each a pack of Raisinets. Raisins . . . dried grapes . . . get it? But bonus: CHOCOLATE! Anyway, back to the story.
“Let’s see. I need a couple of workers to come help me with these grapes.”
Bring two kids up and show them the pack of Raisinets. Mark their hand with a “6,” and show them what to do. If you’re using grapes, you can have them pick the grapes off the stems and put them in a bowl. (You can have them use gloves if you’d like, but beware of latex allergies.) Walk around and encourage the kids as they work. NOTE: If you don’t have a lot of kids, you can bring one kid up each time instead of two. 
OWNER GETS MORE HELP
LEADER: “The workers did their thing, and some time passed. Around 9:00 in the morning, the owner realized he needed more help. He went out again and found some more people standing around looking for work. He invited them to come work in his vineyard as well, and he promised to pay them what was fair. I need two more of you to come up and help out. 
Bring up two more kids, mark their hands with a “9,” and have them also separate the grapes from the stems. Walk around and encourage the kids as they work.
“A few hours passed by, and there was still a ton of work to finish. The owner went out again at noon to find more workers. He saw even more people standing around, so he invited them to come work for him, and he again promised fair pay. That means I need two more of you!
Bring up two more kids, mark their hand with a “12,” and have them also separate the grapes from the stems. Walk around and encourage the kids as they work.
“Again, a few more hours passed, and AGAIN the owner went out again at 3:00 in the afternoon. He noticed people were still waiting around to be hired. He hired a few more and brought them back to the vineyard.
Bring up two more kids, mark their hand with a “3,” and have them also separate the grapes from the stems. Walk around and encourage the kids as they work.
“The work day was about over. It was already 5:00, but the vineyard owner wanted more workers. He returned to town one final time. He discovered folks still hanging out because apparently nobody had hired them to work that day. But that was about to change. The vineyard owner welcomed them to come work in his vineyard for the little bit of time that was left in the day.”
Bring up two more kids, mark their hand with a “5,” and have them also separate the grapes from the stems. 

PAYDAY
LEADER: “For the final hour of the work day, everyone pitched in. As the last baskets of grapes were brought up, the owner called to his manager. He told him to call up the workers, starting with the group that was most recently hired, and begin paying them. The manager pulled out his cashbox and lined up the workers. He began with the ones who had picked grapes for only an hour. (To volunteers) All right, workers, let’s line up!
Leader helps kids line up in the order of the time that’s written on their hands: 5, 3, 12, 9, 6.
“If you have a five on your hand, you are part of the group that just got started. Come here, and I’ll give you your wages, then you can have a seat.
Hand a pack of Raisinets to each kid from the last group.
”At the other end of the line, the workers who began at dawn were doing some quick math. If the people who JUST got started got so much money, how much more would they be getting?
“The manager continued handing out pay packets to the workers who started at 3:00. That means if you have a three on your hands, it’s your turn to get paid, and then you can return to your seats.
Hand a pack of Raisinets to each kid from the 3:00 group.
“Then he paid the group from the 12:00 shift. If you have a 12 on your hand, come on over.
Hand a pack of Raisinets to each kid from the noon group.
“And now those workers from 9:00 in the morning. Check your hand for a nine and come on over.
Hand a pack of Raisinets to each kid from the 9:00 group.
“By the time the workers who started at 6:00 a.m. reached the front of the line, they were getting worried. They had been promised a fair wage, but it didn’t look like things were going to be fair. So far, the workers who had only worked for one hour had made the same as the workers who had been there for nine hours! But surely things would be different for those workers who had been working since sunrise, right?
“Okay, you heard me. If you have a six on your hand, your payday has arrived! Come over and receive your fair wage before you take your seat.

Hand a pack of Raisinets to each kid from the 6:00 group.
“And that’s what the vineyard owner did. But listen to what they said (read Matthew 20:12): “These people who were hired last worked only one hour,” they said. “You have paid them the same as us. We have done most of the work and have been in the hot sun all day” (NIrV).
“The workers that had been out there since first thing in the morning were NOT happy at all. How could it be fair that they would make the same amount as people who had only worked one hour?! They stomped over to the vineyard owner and demanded more money.”
wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “Listen to what the owner replied. (Open your Bible and read Matthew 20:13-15) The owner answered one of them. “Friend,” he said, “I’m being fair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for the usual day’s pay? Take your money and go. I want to give the one I hired last the same pay I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Do you feel cheated because I gave so freely to the others?” (NIrV).
“Jesus finished His story and looked directly at His closest friends. Here’s what He said (read Matthew 10:16): “So those who are last will be first. And those who are first will be last” (NIrV).
“The story Jesus told that day made it clear: God gives freely to everyone. Rather than focusing on what you don’t have, choose to look at what you DO have. To put it even more simply, . . .
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “. . . adjust your attitude. And when you do, you’ll see that there’s always something to be thankful for. Let’s ask God to help us have gratitude even when we think things aren’t fair.”
Pray

LEADER: “Dear God, it’s one thing to say that we always have a reason to be grateful, but that can be REALLY hard when we feel like life isn’t fair. Please help us adjust our attitudes when we’re tempted to be grumpy or mad about what someone else has. Help us to remember all that we have to be thankful for and to adjust our attitude to recognize all the ways that others—and You—have helped us. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
Closer

LEADER: “In Jesus’ parable of the vineyard workers, the workers who were hired first were angry. They weren’t angry because they didn’t get what they were promised. They were angry because they felt like someone else was getting treated better than they were. They were looking at what other people had instead of refocusing and looking at what they had themselves. 
“Have you ever done that? Have you ever been jealous because you thought someone received a better present than you? Have you ever thought it was unfair that someone else got the starring role in the school play when you only got to be in the chorus? Or maybe you wanted what someone else had so much that it made you feel miserable. We’ve probably all felt this way at one time or another. This is a problem, but the solution is simple. It’s the one thing to remember today.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “Adjust your attitude. Say that with me!”
LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “Adjust your attitude.”

LEADER: “God can help you refocus on what you have and what you’ve been given, and He’ll help you be grateful for that. Don’t worry yourself with what others have. If this isn’t easy for you, pray about it. Ask God to help you be grateful and to not get upset when you don’t have everything you want. And if all else fails, come to [your environment’s name] and recruit us to make you laugh. Let’s head to Small Group and find other ways we can adjust our attitudes with God’s help. Have a great time, and we’ll see you next week in [your environment’s name]!”
Dismiss children to their small groups. 

Play high-energy music as kids exit.
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