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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Sour Grapes
Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15
Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude.
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· An offering container
Not Always Fair
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Large bag of candy for winning team (Allergy Alert: you can find allergy-friendly candy such as Dum-Dums® and Jolly Ranchers®, if necessary.) 
· Whiteboard (or paper)
· Dry erase marker or pen

· Buzzer (optional) 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Get Digging
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· Plastic gold coins; 20+ for each kid (Use something like these: http://amzn.to/2wdXhvA)
· Container or bag for each kid to carry gold coins in, such as a brown paper bag, a small cup, or a zip-top baggie
* 2. Diary of a Grateful Kid
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· Print the “Diary of a Grateful Kid” Activity Pages; 1 diary for each kid
· Stapler

· Markers
3. Give Thanks Even When
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

· Paper
· Pen
Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. 
Sour Grapes
Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15
Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude.
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV

Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who struggle with negative attitudes. Ask God to show them their chances to turn their attitudes around and find something to be grateful for. Pray that all kids would leave today knowing that they can always adjust their attitudes.

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Collect offerings as kids arrive.

· Ask kids if they have ever seen something happen that wasn’t fair. What did they do about it? 

· Ask the group if they feel like fairness is important to them. What kinds of things do they say, “That’s not fair,” about?
2. Not Always Fair
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Candy, whiteboard (or paper), dry erase marker or pen, buzzer (optional)
What You Do: 
· Create two teams.
· Mark a starting line and instruct teams to stand behind it. 

· Stand 10-15 feet away, as your space allows.
· Explain that you will be asking a series of questions that they will have the opportunity to answer for a prize: a big bag of candy to share.
· Before each question, teams will choose one representative who will race to you and either hit the buzzer or give a high five and then answer the question. (If a team’s representative doesn’t know the answer to the question immediately, he/she can confer with his/her team.)
· Once the questions are completed, instead of giving the entire bag of candy to the winning team, hand out a piece of candy to everyone in the group.
· Questions:

1. What is the top/first color in a rainbow? (red)
2. Who fought alongside Batman? (Robin)

3. What sweet substance do bees make from flowers and other plants? (honey)

4. What kind of dog is normally white with black spots? (Dalmatian) 

5. If you mix red and yellow together, what color do you get? (orange)

6. What is 5+5? (10)

7. What is the name of the cowboy in Toy Story? (Woody)

8. What color are the Smurfs? (blue)

9. What color can grapes be? (green, black, or red)

10. What is paper made out of? (trees)
What You Say:

“Well! It is very clear who the winner is today! Awesome job, teams. But I’m going to throw you a little curveball. What if I told you that even though I know who won, I’ve decided that I want to split up the candy evenly between everyone? Winners, do you think that’s fair? [Transition] Today in Large Group, we’re going to learn about another group of people who also didn’t think they were treated very fairly!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Get Digging
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Plastic gold coins, containers to hold coins
What You Do:
· Hand each kid a container and then divide the group into four teams.
· Scatter the plastic gold coins around your small group space. 
· Explain that every team will have the opportunity to collect coins. However, each team cannot begin until you say, “Go,” as they will all receive different amounts of time to work.
· Instruct kids to pick up the coins calmly and slowly, and encourage them to avoid running each other over as they do.
· Start the game by allowing one team to begin. 
· Wait about five seconds and then allow the next team to begin. 
· Allow five more seconds to go by and allow the third team to begin. 
· After five more seconds, allow the last team to begin. 
· As soon as the last team has gathered one or two coins, tell everyone to freeze!
· Ask a few questions:
· Which team do you think should be the winner? (Most likely they’ll say the team that started first and ended up with the most coins; the more astute kids will probably be able to see where you’re going, though.)
· Should the workers who picked up coins the longest—and ended up collecting the most coins—get paid more than the workers who didn’t collect as many?
· If we all dumped our coins out into a big pile and then each took the same amount, how would that make you feel? Do your feelings change depending on which team you were on?
· After your discussion, decide on a number of coins to let each kid keep and instruct them to each put that amount in their containers and leave the rest with you.
What You Say:
 “You would think that since the first spent the most time collecting coins that they would be going home with the most coins. But, just like in today’s story, we learned that things aren’t always fair. This can either work out in our favor or it can make us frustrated. When this happens, you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude because you always have so much to be grateful for!”
[Make It Personal] (Describe a time when you thought something wasn’t fair but you adjusted your attitude.)
* 2. Diary of a Grateful Kid
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: “Diary of a Grateful Kid” Activity Pages, markers
What You Do:

· Ask kids what kinds of things typically make them mad or upset. For example: when they don’t get what they want for lunch, when a friend doesn’t want to play what they want to play at recess, when they miss a goal in soccer, or when they mess up what they’re playing on an instrument.

· Tell kids that when those kinds of things happen, they have an opportunity to adjust their attitudes and find something to be grateful for. These journals can help them do just that.
· Give each kid a journal and set out the markers in the middle of the group.

· Ask kids to pick one of the situations that was mentioned earlier and fill out the first page of the journal accordingly.

· Help give ideas to those who might be stuck thinking of something to be grateful for in a given situation. 

What You Say:

“You know, there are times when life isn’t fair and we end up having a bad attitude. This happens to everyone! The difference we can make is what we do once we realize we have a bad attitude. What I’ve learned is that gratitude and attitude totally work together! When I keep track of all of the things I have to be grateful for, it really adjusts my attitude. This week, when you feel a bad attitude coming on, use your journal to focus on what you are grateful for so you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude.”
3. Give Thanks Even When
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Paper, pen
What You Do:

· Ask your few to think of bad things that could happen—big or small. For example: You are stuck in traffic and are late to your baseball game. Your dog gets out and runs down the street.
· Write down as many of the things they share as possible.
· After you have written down five to eight things, read the first sentence of the memory verse, but replace “no matter what” with each scenario. For example: Give thanks even when the dog gets out and runs down the street. Give thanks even when you’re stuck in traffic and late to your game.
What You Say:

“It doesn’t matter what happens or what situation we find ourselves in, God’s Word tells us that we can give thanks no matter what. Next time you are wanting to get frustrated or bummed out, remember that you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude because there is nothing that can happen that should stop your gratitude!”
Pray and Dismiss

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask your small group to give a few examples of things they don’t think are fair. 
· Explain that God is our helper and we can ask Him to help us with our attitudes when we don’t think things are fair.

What You Say:

“God, thanks for loving us even when we don’t have great attitudes! Your love is not determined by what we do our how we act. You love us anyway! We do know that You desire for us to have a grateful heart. This week, would You help us adjust our attitudes? We want to show everyone how awesome of a God You are and how grateful we are to belong to You! We love You! In Jesus name, amen. Friends, you can always ask God to help you [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude.”
As adults arrive to pick up, ask each kid show off their gratitude journal. Encourage adults to check in with their kids during the week to see the progress they have made. Remind each kid that gratitude and attitude go together, so this week they can remember to [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude.
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