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5/6 Challenge

Purified in Philippi
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
What Type of Water Are You?
· Nametags or large labels; 1 for each student
· Thin markers or pens that won’t smear; 1 for each student
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Raging River Beginning, Middle, and End (review the Bible story)
· Jump ropes, string, or masking tape to mark the 2 edges of the river
· 4 carpet squares, pieces of felt or fabric (Note: You can use cardstock or construction paper but it will slip more on tile and concrete than the other textured options)
Well Wishes for Others (application activity / memory verse review)
· A few small containers of bubbles
· Wet wipes
· Optional: a tablecloth or sheet if you can’t go outdoors for this activity.
Purified in Philippi
Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15
Bottom Line: God made you to love others.
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference.
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

What Type of Water Are You?
What You Need: Nametags or large labels, thin markers or pens
What You Do:

· As students arrive, hand them a nametag or label and a writing utensil.

· Encourage them to think of all the different types and forms of water. If they had to choose one version of water that would best describe their personalities, what would it be? Where would the water be located? For example, they might say things like mist on a leaf, ice on a frozen lake, a swimming pool in a park, a waterfall, a mountain stream, an ocean, a river, a glass of spring water, a pond on a farm or a tidal wave.
· Note: If they still seem confused, answer the question for yourself and think it through out loud so they can hear your thought process. For example: I don’t like to be rushed, so it would be slow water, not like a geyser or fast river. Maybe I’m more like an iceberg floating along in the ocean.
· Challenge them to write what kind of water and where. They should also know why they chose it, instead of just coming up with something out of thin air.

· Once they have their nametag, they can mingle around, reading what others wrote and asking them more about why they are like that type of water. (Let them have an ongoing conversation instead of going around in a circle and sharing. This makes the activity more relational and gives room for quieter kids to share openly.)
What You Say:

“You had some very interesting responses—things I would have never thought of. Water is a really big deal—we need it to drink and live. We need it to wash things, especially ourselves. It’s a way to travel to places that aren’t reachable by foot, car, or plane. [Transition] The Bible has several stories and parables or truths that involve life-giving water. In today’s story, the disciples travel by boat to a new place and are surprised by what they find down by the river. Let’s head to Large Group to hear more.”
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Raging River Beginning, Middle, and End (review the Bible story)
What You Need: Jump ropes, string or masking tape; 4 carpet squares, pieces of felt, or fabric
What You Do:

· Use the ropes/string/masking tape to mark off the sides of a wide river.

· Let students know that the goal is to all work together to get everyone across to the other side using only the carpet squares/felt/fabric pieces as stepping stones.

· Remind them that if any part of anyone touches the river (floor) and not the stepping stones, then the whole team has to start over.

· Before they can begin, they first need to tell you what happened in the beginning of today’s story. Once they’ve answered correctly (disciples including Paul traveled to Philippi by boat or something similar), they can start strategizing and trying to get across. (Note: If they’re not sure, let them turn to Acts 16:11-15 and quickly read that section.)
· Once about half the group is across, ask everyone to freeze and tell you what happened in the middle of today’s story. (The disciples met a group of women down by the river, including Lydia, a businesswoman who sold purple cloth.)

· To win, once everyone has crossed the river safely, challenge them to tell you how today’s story ended. (Lydia believed in the good news Paul shared and was baptized along with her family. Bonus points if they say she invited the disciples to come stay with her at her house.)

What You Say:

“You notice with this game that we weren’t teamed up against each other. Instead, you were all working together with a similar goal: to get across this river. Or maybe you were thinking the goal was not to fall off and have to start over! Today’s story started with some guys putting their love for others into action—they even got into a boat and traveled several places, looking for people to share their good news with. The Bible says Lydia was already a worshipper of God, but she hadn’t yet heard about Jesus and what he’d done. She believed, was baptized, and then begged the men to come stay at her house. She showed love and kindness to people that had recently been strangers. It came full circle. Like Paul and Lydia, [Bottom Line] God made us to love others. He blesses us so we can bless others. It’s not meant to stop with us.”
Well Wishes for Others (application activity / memory verse review)

What You Need: Bubbles, wet wipes, tablecloth or sheet (optional)
What You Do:

· Go outside if possible, or lay down a tablecloth/sheet on the floor if not.
· Gather the group up into a circle (around the tablecloth/sheet if you’re using one).

· Pass out the small containers of bubbles, assuring everyone that they will have a turn to blow bubbles if they like.

· Pick a couple of people to slowly walk through and stand in the middle of the circle. 

· The people with bubbles should blow a few bubbles and say something they like or appreciate about someone in the middle. Or they can congratulate them on something that’s happened in their life recently. 
· They could also send up a prayer for them to God—maybe something they know someone else is worried about or something they want God to do.

· After just a minute, ask the people with the bubbles to pass them to someone who hasn’t had a turn.

· Pick a few different people to slowly walk through and stand in the circle while others show them some love.

· Continue passing the bubbles and picking different people until everyone has had a turn at both.
· Note: For boy groups there may be fewer words and more volume, and bubbles may be caught and popped. It will probably be more physical. Do challenge them to say something encouraging, even if it is just a few words or the equivalent of “You rock, John!”
· Tip: A plastic tablecloth can be wiped off to be reused or a sheet thrown in the wash for easy clean up. Also the wet wipes are great for quickly wiping off hands that are sticky from the bubbles or the bubble wands. 
What You Say:

“I hope you felt the love today! We were made by God to belong to Jesus. In Ephesians 2, it says once we belong to Jesus—like Paul and Lydia—we can do good works. I love knowing that long ago God prepared things for each of us—all of us together—to do. I’ll see you next week!
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