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July 2017, Week 4




Compact K-5


Purified in Philippi
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)
Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.
1. Opener/Closer

What You Need:

· Leader
· 2 Extend-an-arm gadgets (will be used again next week)
· Lots of water balloons in two different colors

· 2 boxes

· (Optional) Tarp
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Fun, upbeat music of your choosing to use during the Opener game
Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Uniqueness Slide
· Gadgets & Gizmos Slide

· Memory Verse Slide

· Bottom Line Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 
· Fill up an equal number of each color of balloon with water. Place the balloons all over your stage. Place a box on each side of the stage. 
· If you are using the optional tarp, set that up underneath the water balloons on stage. 
· Have the two extend-an-arm gadgets located near the stage so the Host can easily access them for the game. 
2. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Leader
· Bible

· Table

· 3 mixing bowls (ideally, clear ones)

· Purple washable paint
· White washcloth

· Towel

· Dough (flour and water is all you need)

· Cup of water
· Mixing spoon

· Cloth or towel big enough to cover the bowls on the table
Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Bottom Line Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper. 
· Set up the table somewhere on the stage with the bowls in a line. Into the first bowl, add the purple paint and water to make something resembling dye. Add the white washcloth so it turns purple. Place the cup of water beside the empty second bowl. Place the dough into the third bowl and add a mixing spoon. Cover the table with the cloth/towel.
3. Worship

What You Need:

· Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

Purified in Philippi

Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15
Bottom Line: God made you to love others.
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 
CG: Gadgets & Gizmos Slide
Leader enters carrying an extend-an-arm gadget in each arm, wielding them like robot arms, walking around all the water balloons on the floor. Completely oblivious to any reactions the kids may be having to your “robot arms”)
Opener

LEADER: “Hello, my unique friends! It’s wonderful to see you again. There is something so different about each of you today, but I can’t quite put my finger on it. 
Pull on one of the extend-an-arm triggers so it opens and shuts. 
“What could it be? Can someone give me a hand? 
Pull on the other extend-an-arm trigger so it moves back and forth. Allow the kids to laugh and respond before moving on.
“Ohhhh, it’s ME that’s different. You’re right! I’ve got these new shoes.  Nah, I’m kidding. Of course, it’s my arms that are different. 
“These are my new favorite gadgets! I can use these bad boys to just about anything. Dropped something on the floor and too lazy to bend over? (Pretend to pick something up off the floor.) Can’t reach something up really high? (Reach up into the air with one of the gadgets.) No problem with go-go-gadget arms! Or my personal favorite—got that place on your back that you just can’t reach to itch? (Reach back and pretend to scratch your back with the gadget.) Not a problem for these bad-boys!
“These things really will make a difference in your life. Which reminds me of what we’re talking about this month!
CG: Uniqueness Slide
“Uniqueness is discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference. God uniquely made you because He wants you to join Him and do great things to make the world a better place. Speaking of making the world a better place, you guys are going to get to make THIS world a better place by using my go-go-gadget arms. We’ve got quite a mess up here. I need two volunteers who think they can pick up this mess by using these arms, but WITHOUT bursting any balloons. Who thinks they’re up to the challenge??
Select two older kids as volunteers and give each of them an extend-an-arm gadget. Assign each volunteer a color of balloon and a box to place the balloons.

“The person who gets the most of their color balloons into their box will be our winner. Try not to burst any! Okay, let’s do this. Three . . . two . . . one . . . go!

SFX: Fun, upbeat music 
“You guys did a great job using these unique gadgets to make a difference. This floor is clean now for us to stand up and worship God! Thanks, guys! 
Take the gadgets back and dismiss the volunteers. Leave the gadgets on the stage for the closer. 
Worship

LEADER: “Everyone stand up to your feet and get ready. We are gonna go all in and go God’s way. Let’s sing about it together.
SFX: “Go” / track 4 from Kidmin Worship Vol. 5
“Yeah, give it up for our God. That was awesome. Let’s sing another worship song today and really commit who we are and what we do to being obedient to what Jesus asks us to do. When Jesus recruited His first disciples, He said to them, “Come and follow me. . . . I will send you out to fish for people” (Matthew 4:19 NIrV). Jesus is still inviting us to fish for people. We do that by showing them love and pointing them to Him. Let’s commit our lives to following Jesus and giving Him all that we are. Let’s sing ‘I Will Follow.’”

SFX: “I Will Follow” / track 9 from Zapped
If needed, move the table and bowls to the center of the stage. Leave the cloth on top of the bowls. 
Setting up the story
LEADER: “That was great singing, everyone! You can have a seat. Let’s jump into our Bible story today and see what the Bible has to say about how God wonderfully made and uniquely wired you to make a difference! 

There’s a guy we talk about a lot. He was a man who hated Christians until he became one himself! And then God gave him a mission to go around the world and tell as many people as he could about Jesus. Do any of you know who I’m talking about? (Pause for responses.) Yes! His name was Paul! 

Paul didn’t take these journeys by himself. He always had a group of people along to help him. And this trip in particular was no different. Paul was with a man named Silas, along with several friends. They had been traveling to visit the new churches Paul had helped to start—and to share God’s story in new places. Another guy, Timothy, joined them in the town of Lystra. They were on a roll and wanted to keep going, but when the group tried to enter the region of Asia Minor, God’s Spirit stopped them. 

“This must have been confusing for Paul and other others. They must have questioned why wouldn’t God want them to tell His story everywhere? Well, God did want that . . . but for now, there was somewhere else God had planned for them to go this time.
PAUL’s VISION
LEADER: “Sure enough, God soon sent Paul a vision one night. In the vision, Paul saw a man from the region of Macedonia standing before him. 
“Come over to Macedonia!” the man said. “Help us!” (Acts 16:9b, NIrV).
“Paul was quick to share the vision with his traveling companions, and they immediately got ready to leave for Macedonia. They realized that God had called them to preach the good news there! In fact, they would be the first people to share about Jesus on the whole continent of Europe – exciting, right?!

“The group went out and found a boat to take them to the town of Neapolis.
PHILIPPI
LEADER: “After docking in the town of Neapolis, Paul and his friends traveled by foot to the busy city of Philippi. 

“I imagine Paul’s companions had a lot of questions. Where would they stay? What would the people be like? Would they even listen to them? But Paul knew that God had brought them there, so He had that all that taken care of. 

“There were no buildings for Jewish people to worship in Philippi, but there was a group of people who believed in God. One of them was a woman named Lydia who just happened to be a talented businesswoman. 
Move behind the table and remove the cloth. Stand behind the first bowl. As you describe Lydia’s job, swish around the bowl, squeeze out the rag, and let the kids see the purple dye.

“Lydia sold valuable cloth dyed a bold purple color. Because purple dye was very hard to make, clothing dyed purple was very expensive. Usually only the very wealthy or royalty could afford clothes dyed purple.
Finish with the purple dye bowl, and dry your hands on the towel, but remain standing in the same spot.

“Since there was no church building, Lydia often gathered on the riverbank with others who worshiped God. On the Sabbath day, she hurried through the city gates and down to the river, where the lazy water flowed between shady banks. There, she and others joined voices to worship God. 

LYDIA IS SAVED and BAPTIZED
LEADER: “But today, the women discovered they weren’t alone. As they were worshipping God, Paul and his friends approached the riverbank. 
“Paul shared the good news of Jesus with Lydia. She believed in God, but she had never heard of Jesus! Lydia listened as Paul shared how God had sent His very own Son to earth, providing a way for all believers to be made right with God. 
“This was amazing news! It changed everything. Paul shared how God had a purpose for each person who chooses to follow Jesus—like his young friend Timothy who was with him. Timothy might be young, but he sure could preach!
“And Paul shared his own journey too—how he had been trying to stop Jesus followers from spreading the Good News until God turned him around. 






Move behind the second bowl.

“Lydia was so moved by the story of Jesus that she decided she wanted to follow Him right away. In fact, she asked to be baptized right at that moment! 







Use the cup to pour some clear water into the bowl.
“And that’s exactly what Paul did. He baptized Lydia as a sign of her commitment to Jesus. And when Lydia shared the story with her family, they all chose to be baptized as well. 

wrapping up THE STORY
LEADER: “After Lydia was baptized, she invited the disciples to stay in her house. She knew they were in a strange country with nowhere to stay. (Open your Bible and read Acts 16:15b) “Do you consider me a believer in the Lord?” she asked. “If you do, come and stay at my house,” (NIrV).
Move behind the last bowl, and begin to stir it, kneed the dough, etc.

“They agreed, so Lydia opened up her house to Paul and his friends. She showed them kindness and hospitality. She provided for their needs and gave them a place to stay while they shared the story of Jesus and started a brand-new church.
“Later, Paul’s boldness in talking about Jesus got him and Silas thrown in a Philippian jail. But when God freed them, Lydia quickly welcome them back into her home without caring what people might think of her.
“Years after, when Paul wrote a letter to the Philippian church, he praised them for their generosity. It was something that certainly began . . . with Lydia. 






Wipe off your hands and come out from behind the table.
“Other than the fact that she made purple cloth, we don’t know many details about Lydia’s life. But we do know that she was great at showing love to others through her gift of hospitality. God created her to love others. And He made you the same way! It’s true. 

CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “God made you to love others.

“Lydia took the unique gifts God had given her as a successful businesswoman and used them to help others. She had a home of her own that she could open to others in need, and she did that. There are a ton of ways you can show love to others. Let’s ask God to help us all figure out how we can use the unique way He created us to love others.”
Pray

LEADER: “Dear God, thank You for making each of us so we can make a difference. We want to use the unique way You made us to love others, so please show us how we can do that this week, and give us the courage to step out and just do it. And when we do show love to others, we pray that they will see You and Your love as the reason that we do it. In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.” 
Closer

LEADER: “You know, when someone asked Jesus what the greatest commandment was, He said, ‘Love God with all your heart. And the second is like it. Love your neighbor as yourself.’ That’s exactly how Lydia treated Paul—with love, like a neighbor. And that’s how we should treat others. 
“But loving people takes work. You can’t always sit back and wait for an opportunity to come to you. Sometimes, you have look around you for needs. And when you do find someone who needs to be loved in some way, that’s when you can really put your unique gifts to work. 
“You should ask yourself, ‘How can I use what God has given me to love this person?’ Are they sad? Maybe you could cheer them up with a song. Or a funny joke. Or maybe you can just listen. Do you see someone who’s about to lose their temper? Try being patient with them or say something nice to them. Think of some ways that you can love others that no one else can. Because the one thing to remember today is:
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “God made you to love others. Say that with me.

LEADER and KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God made you to love others.

LEADER: (Hold up the extend-an-arm) “And even though these are really fun, you don’t need extra long arms to love others. God’s already given you all that you need. I can’t wait to hear about all the ways you show love to others this week! Have fun in Small Group! And we’ll see you next time!”
Dismiss children to their small groups. 
Play high-energy music as kids exit the environment.
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