252 Groups


July 2017, Week 4




Small Group 2-3


Purified in Philippi
Social: Setting the Tone for the Experience (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Your Perfect World
· An offering container

· Paper
· Pencils 

· Crayons
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Love Is an Action Charades (application activity / review the Bible story) 
· Small container
· Print the “Love Is an Action Charades Strips” Activity Page and cut apart; 1 set for each small group

· Cut apart and fold the strips and place them in the container.
Pass the Heart (memory verse activity)
· Bible

· Small heart pillow, foam heart, or a heart cut out of construction paper
Purified in Philippi
Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15
Bottom Line: God made you to love others.
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference.
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray for kids as they learn how God wants them to love others. Thank God for giving all of us the capacity to love others and for giving us so many opportunities to do it. Ask God to help kids use their unique abilities to love those around them in a way that only they can!

Your Perfect World
What You Need: Offering container, Paper, pencils, crayons
What You Do:

· Welcome the kids and encourage them to place their offerings in the offering container.

· As you are passing out supplies for the activity:

· Ask the kids the following questions (answers will probably be silly):

· Why is tree bark brown?

· Why do you have two eyes and two ears but only one nose?

· Why are there so many different kinds of leaves?

· Why can’t you see the wind?

· Why are clouds white?

· Why are beaches covered in sand instead of marshmallows?

· After the kids have given their silly answers, explain that all of these silly questions really have just ONE answer: because God made it that way!
· Hand out a piece of paper to each kid.

· Instruct the kids to use the pencils to draw their version of a perfect world and then color it in with crayons if time allows.
· While kids are working, ask:

· What would the world look like if you could create it?
· What would your world be filled with?
· How would people fit into your world? Or would your world even have people in it?

· Encourage the kids to share their drawings with the group, describing their worlds to one another.
What You Say: 
“I LOVE how each one of your worlds is so unique! Of course, I shouldn’t be all that surprised since each of YOU is unique! God created this amazing world we live in. And He put us here for a super important reason. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to find out what that reason is.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.

Love Is an Action Charades (application activity / review the Bible story) 
What You Need: Container of charades strips (Activity Pages)
What You Do:
· Let the kids take turns drawing a slip of paper and then acting it out for the group to guess. (Some of the actions might seem obvious but are hard to figure out without words. If a kid seems stuck, give her a couple ideas of big actions she can mime.)
· Ask: 
· What do all of these things we acted out have in common? (they’re actions; they’re all things we do; we can do any of them to show someone we love them)
· In our Bible story today, what were Paul, Silas, and Timothy doing? (traveling from town to town, telling people about Jesus)
· What were some things you learned about Lydia? (she made purple cloth; she accepted Jesus as her Savior and was baptized; she invited Paul, Silas, and Timothy to come and stay at her home)
What You Say:
[Bottom Line] “God made you to love others! But real love isn’t a feeling; it’s an action. Just like all of those silly things you acted out for us, love is something that you DO. Lydia showed love by offering Paul and his friends a place to stay. Paul and his friends showed love by traveling around, telling others about Jesus. God took so much care in creating you and He has so much purpose for your life. [Bottom Line] God made you to love others. But really loving others means that you have to DO something.
[Make It Personal] (Tell the kids about a time when God showed you how to love someone else in a unique way. Maybe He’s given you a way with words and you’ve used that gift to write encouraging notes to friends. Maybe you are great with cars and have helped someone with car repair. There are LOTS of ways you can show love to others through the unique way God has created you. As always, remember to give an age-appropriate example.) [Bottom Line] God made you to love others! I’m so glad that Lydia chose to show love to Paul and his friends and I’m so glad Paul and his friends showed love by telling others about Jesus too! There are LOTS of ways you can act on your love for others.”

Pass the Heart (memory verse activity)
What You Need: Bible, heart-shaped item
What You Do:

· Call on one kid to look up Ephesians 2:10. The other kids can help him. Then ask another kid to read it aloud to the group.
· Point to the fourth and final phrase of the verse: “Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ask:

· What are “these works” that this part of the verse refers to? HINT: Check out last week’s phrase. (good works, helping, serving, giving, loving, etc.)
· What does “Long ago God prepared” mean? (That before we were even born, God already knew what we would do. He had already prepared ways for us to show love to others.)
· Gather the kids in a circle and ask them to pass the heart from friend to friend with their eyes closed.

· When you say, “STOP!” the kid holding the heart must say or read the verse to the group. Repeat again as time and interest allow.
What You Say:

“Great job, everyone! This is a LONG verse. That’s why we’ve broken down each part each week, and you are doing great learning each phrase. I’m so glad that God has given us His Word so that we can know how to follow Him. I think it’s super cool that God already knows what good works I’m going to do this week. My job is to pay attention to the people around me and choose to love them. I don’t want to miss any opportunity that God may have prepared me for this week, even when loving or serving others is hard. Remember, God made every single person, and He loves them very much. And you and I get to show them that amazing truth by the way we choose to love. Because [Bottom Line] God made you to love others.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to talk to their parents and guardians about what love is—is it a feeling or an action? Encourage them to talk about specific ways they can show love to the people in their house.  
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