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July 2017, Week 1




Small Group, 4th Grade

King-Sized Hand-Me-Downs
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Early Arriver
· An offering container

· Tape measure
Balloon Towers
· Balloons of any size; enough for every 3-4 kids to create a 9-foot tower of stacked balloons
· Masking tape; 1 roll for every 3-4 kids
· Chairs or stools that kids can stand on
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Build a Better Gadget (application activity / review the Bible story) 
· Painter’s or masking tape

· Bible

· For each kid:

· “Build a Better Gadget Instructions” Activity Page
· 9-oz. plastic cup

· 12-inch balloon

· 3 mini marshmallows or pom-poms
· Scissors
· Mark lines on the floor using tape. You’ll need one long line to designate where kids will stand during the game and then four shorter lines at three-foot intervals. Mark the shorter lines as seen below with the numbers 25, 50, 75, and 100. Modify the distance as needed to accommodate your meeting area.
___100___

___75___

___50___

___25___
______ (kids stand here) _____
Prayer
· Bible
King-Sized Hand-Me-Downs
Bible Story: King-Sized Hand-Me-Downs (David and Saul’s Armor) • 1 Samuel 17

Bottom Line: God made you to be you.
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference.
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for how uniquely He made each one of your few and that no two of them are exactly alike. Pray that kids would embrace who they are and who God made them to be, so He can use them to do what He planned for them to do.

Balloon Towers
What You Need: Offering container, Balloons, masking tape, chairs or stools
What You Do:

· Lead those who brought an offering to place it in the container.
· Ask kids to tell you about some of the BIGGEST things they have ever seen, such as: the tallest building; the largest taco or sundae; the biggest dog, bug, person, pizza, etc.; or anything else you can think of.
· Challenge teams of three or four kids to work together to build a freestanding tower using only inflated balloons and tape. 
· Tell them that the team who comes the closest to building a 9-foot balloon tower will be the winner.
What You Say:

“Nine feet isn’t all that huge for a building or a tree. But it’s ENORMOUS for a balloon tower! Great job stacking those balloons to reach the ceiling. If you enjoyed the challenge of a nine-foot balloon tower, you’re just the kid for today’s Bible story. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group and learn about a BIG story that’s not a TALL tale. It’s true, amazing, and powerful.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
Build a Better Gadget (application activity / review the Bible story)
What You Need: “Build a Better Gadget Instructions” Activity Page, plastic cups, balloons, mini marshmallows or pom-poms, scissors, prepared game lines marked out with tape, Bible
What You Do:
· Supply each kid with a cup, balloon, scissors, and the “Build a Better Gadget Instructions.”
· Tell kids to follow the steps on the Activity Page to make a gadget that will shoot marshmallows or pom-poms.
· When finished, give kids a few marshmallows or pom-poms and let them practice using their launchers. 
· Direct kids to put a marshmallow or pom-pom inside the cup on the knotted center, aim the cup away from themselves, pull back on the outer knot, and launch away! If needed, adjust the distance between lines of tape if kids are over-shooting. 
· Divide kids into two teams after they’ve had a couple minutes to practice.

· Have teams take turns sending a player to stand on the line and shoot a marshmallow or pom-pom toward the target lines. Wherever it lands determines the number of points their team will receive if the question is answered correctly.
· Ask review questions based on the information kids learned in Large Group. Here are sample questions, but feel free to come up with some of your own.
1. Who did King Saul rule over? (the Israelites, Israel, God’s people)
2. Who were the Israelites prepared to battle with? (The Philistines)
3. How tall was the giant Philistine? (Nine feet tall)  
4. What is the name of the giant Philistine warrior in today’s story? (Goliath)
5. How often did the Philistines send Goliath out to intimidate, challenge, and mock the Israelite army? (every morning and evening)
6. How did the Israelite army react to Goliath’s threats? (they were terrified)
7. What was the challenge Goliath gave to the Israelites? (if one of the Israelites fights him and wins, the Philistines will surrender; but if Goliath wins, Israel will surrender)
8. What did David do as a boy? (took care of the sheep)
9. What are some brave things David had done as a shepherd? (fought off lions and bears to protect his sheep)
10. What brought David to the battlefield with the Israelites and the Philistines? (his father had sent him to bring his older brothers food)

11. What did David do when he heard the giant Philistine taunting the Israelites? (he fought Goliath and killed him)
12. What did Saul want David to wear to fight Goliath? (His armor)

13. What did David get from the stream before fighting the giant? (five smooth stones)

14. In what previous situations had David been that would have helped him learn courage to fight the giant? (God had protected him from lions and bears, so David knew God would protect him from Goliath, too)
What You Say:
“Nice gadget shooting! Think you could’ve taken down a target like Goliath? I wonder if I’d have been as brave and confident as David was. It’s interesting that God chose a young shepherd boy to do the work of an entire army. It’s also interesting that God used David’s skills with a slingshot and his experience as a shepherd to take down Goliath. 
“Like David, God has given you unique talents and experiences. He wants to use you to stand strong for Him, too. You won’t be crushing giants or slinging stones at anyone, but if you choose to stand for God, He will use you in courageous and meaningful ways with those around you. [Bottom Line] God made you to be you and no one else. You might not feel like the kid who’d be chosen for the job of giant-slayer or leader of a nation. Neither did David. Maybe you don’t always stand out in the crowd or get a lot of awards and attention. Neither did David. Remember, God sees things very differently than people do. Whether David was the most handsome, athletic, tall, and brilliant dude on earth didn’t matter. God was looking for something more important than looks and brains. He was looking for a guy who had a heart for God. David’s true strength came from His faith. He trusted God and then did what he knew how to do.” [Make It Personal] (Share with the kids some ways God is using your unique skills, gifts, and experiences to serve Him in a way that others might not be able to.) 
Prayer
What You Need: Bible
What You Do: 

· Review today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] God made you to be you, and then ask kids to share something they learned today. 
· Remind them that God created them with care and love. They were made in His image and have been given the job of doing good with all that He has given them.
· Use the words of Ephesians 2:10 as a wrap-up prayer.
· Read part of the verse and pause to let kids think about the words.

· Encourage everyone to pray silently or to interject their own short prayers as you lead them.
What You Say:

“Dear God, thank you for the promises in Ephesians 2:10 that say: We are God’s creation. (Encourage kids to thank God for creating them.) He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. (Encourage kids to consider whether they know Christ as Savior and believe He died on the cross for them.) Now we can do good works. (Encourage kids to ask God to show them ways to serve and love Him this week.) Long ago God prepared these works for us to do. (Encourage kids to ask God to lead them in His plan.) Thank You for making each of us unique individuals who fit into Your perfect plan. We know that part of Your plan was to send Jesus to pay the price for our sins. Thank You for the way You forgive us and use us to make a difference in the lives of others. We love You and it’s in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
Tell kids to show their parents the slingshot gadgets they made. Encourage them to use the slingshot to reenact the story of David and Goliath for their family when they get home.
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