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July 2017, Week 4




Small Group, 4th Grade


Purified in Philippi
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Lists of Love
· An offering container

· Paper

· Pens

· Timer
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect  
Love Who? (application activity)
· Print 2 copies of the “Love Who?” Activity Page for each small group; cut one of the copies into individual cards and leave the other copy intact
Purple Rag Tag (memory verse activity)
· Bible
· Purple cloth tied with a knot (substitute a purple sock, bandana, towel, or T-shirt)
Purified in Philippi
Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15
Bottom Line: God made you to love others.
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference.
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray for kids as they learn how God wants them to love others. Thank God for giving all of us the capacity to love others and for giving us so many opportunities to do it. Ask God to help kids use their unique abilities to love those around them in a way that only they can!

Lists of Love
What You Need: Offering container, Paper, pens, timer
What You Do:

· If needed, show everyone where to put their offerings. 
· As you are passing out supplies for the activity,

· Ask the kids about guests they’ve had in their home over summer break or places they have gone where they have been the guest. 
· Have you traveled or spent the night at someone’s house this summer?

· What are some things that friends or family did to make you feel welcome?

· Did you stay at a hotel? How did the hotel make their guests comfortable and happy?

· When your family has someone staying at your house, what do you do to make the guests comfortable? Do you make special food? Give up your room? Set out special towels? Clean the house? Why do you do all of that? 
· Give each kid a sheet of paper and a pencil. 

· Explain that they will have 60 seconds to write down as many things as they can think of that they don’t love. (Don’t allow them to get sarcastic or to name people. Also, don’t let them share answers yet.) 

· After 60 seconds are up, instruct kids to turn their papers over. 

· Give them another 60 seconds, but this time, ask them to write down as many things as they can think of that they DO love.
· When time is up, let kids share their answers from both sides. Tell them that for every duplicate answer, they should cross that answer off their pages. 
· Whoever has the most answers (minus the crossed-off answers) wins!
What You Say:

“Looks like there are things some kids love and other things you don’t love. Imagine that. It’s as if each of you is your own unique person, which we know is absolutely true. You’re made in the image of God and given an identity all your own. God made you to be YOU. He made you for an adventure. And He made you to follow Jesus. But that’s not all. [Transition] God made you to love not only pizza and puppies (or name things from the kid’s lists) but also something else. Let’s join everyone at Large Group and find out what it is.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
Love Who? (application activity)
What You Need: “Love Who?” Activity Pages
What You Do:

· Instruct kids to sit together in a circle.
· Give each kid an individual “Love Who?” card, but tell them to not let anyone see it. They should look at it and then place it face down in front of them. They can refer to it later but must do so without others seeing what’s on the card.
· Place the full page of “Love Who?” characters in the middle of the floor where all the kids can see it. 
· Explain the game by telling kids that the goal is to correctly guess which character card the other kids are holding. 
· They can only ask YES and NO questions. 
· Tell them to look at the pictures on the poster and ask questions based on the appearance of each character. For example, they might ask: “Do you wear glasses?” 
· During their turn, kids can either ask a question to anyone in the group or take a guess about which card someone has. 
· When a kid thinks he’s ready to take a guess, he can do so on his next turn. If he is correct, he takes the card of the person he guessed and places it face up in front of his own. If his guess is wrong, he must skip his next turn. 
· To give kids equal chances to guess and ask questions, make sure you keep the guessing and question asking going in the same direction and order.
· The kid with the most cards in front of him after all the players have been guessed is the winner. 
Optional Additional Discussion Questions
· Of all the people pictured on the “Love Who” poster, who would be the easiest for you to love? Why? Who would be the hardest? Why?
· Are you always easy to love? Has someone ever shown you love when you were being hard to love? How can this motivate you to love everyone?
· Jesus wants us to love others. Why is that so important? Do you think He means EVERYONE? Explain your answer.
· What should you do when you have tried to show love to someone but they keep treating you badly? Is it possible to love someone while also making the choice not to hang out with them? Can you think of a situation where that might be happening in your life right now? (Remind kids not to name any names when telling stories about their friends or people they know.)
What You Say:

[Bottom Line] “God made you to love others. That’s not always an easy thing to do. Jesus is an example of what it looks like to love others even when they don’t love us back. He took love to the extreme by dying in our place. One of the best ways you can show love to others is by putting them first. That’s what Jesus did when He died for us on the cross—He put our needs above His own! If we are a follower of Jesus, loving the people He loves is something we must continually work on. Ask for God’s help this week to treat others the way you want to be treated. The One who loved you first will help you choose to love those around you.”
Purple Rag Tag (memory verse activity)
What You Need: Bible, purple cloth tied with a knot (substitute a purple sock, bandana, towel, or T-shirt)
What You Do:

· Sit in a circle with one kid in the middle. 
· Give the kid in the center a Bible that is opened to Ephesians 2:10 and have him read the verse for review. Then have kids say it together. 

· Explain “Purple Rag Tag” by telling kids that the person in the middle will begin reading the memory verse again but will stop part way through. 
· At whatever point he stops reading, he will toss the rag to one of the other kids in the circle and then begin quickly counting to 10. 
· The kid with the rag has until “10” to pick up from where the reader left off with the next correct word. He doesn’t have to complete the remainder of the verse before “10,” but he must at least begin from memory before “10” and then continue to the end. 
· If he succeeds, the reader and the kid with the rag switch places and repeat the game.

· If he doesn’t succeed, he must give the rag back to the reader, who will start over again. 
· If someone can’t remember the verse, let the other kids shout out help as needed. 
· Note: If many of the kids do not yet know the memory verse, modify the rules to help them learn it. For example, the kid who catches the rag could pick up where the reader left off by the count of 10, but after that, everyone can say the verse with him.
What You Say:

“Opportunities to use our unique gifts and abilities to show love to others can come at us as quickly as the rag did in our game. Most of the time we will have more than 10 seconds to respond, but not always. Sometimes the choice needs to be made right then and there. That means if you see a need someone has and you’re able to help, go for it. Don’t wait until tomorrow or next time. Encourage that person, lend a hand, share what you have, and let them know that [Bottom Line] God made you to love others. Ephesians 2:10 is a powerful promise. It’s also a call to not waste what God has given you. If you know Jesus, you belong to God. Use that incredible privilege and gift to serve Him by caring for the needs of others. You’ll be sharing His love the way Lydia did and blessing others in ways that only you can.”
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask the kids about the bandanas that are “To Dye For.” 
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